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Largest Hawaiian Cultural Celebration in the U.S. Invites Marching Bands, Floats 
and Community Groups to Celebrate 80 Years of Aloha 

Applications accepted through Aug. 22 for the 78th Annual Floral Parade, the grand finale of 
Aloha Festivals’ milestone anniversary celebration 

HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I – As Aloha Festivals, the largest Hawaiian cultural celebration in the U.S., 
prepares to celebrate “80 Years of Aloha,” organizers are inviting marching bands, floral floats, 
schools, businesses, nonprofits, civic organizations and community groups to participate in the 
78th Annual Floral Parade on Saturday, Sept. 26. This year’s theme: “80 Years of Aloha: Our 
Culture, Our Stories, Celebrating Our Island Home,” honors the people, traditions and shared 
experiences that have shaped Aloha Festivals over the past eight decades. Applications are 
being accepted through Aug. 22, and participation is free. 

For nearly eight decades, the Floral Parade has served as the grand finale of Aloha Festivals, 
bringing thousands of residents and visitors to Waikīkī each year. Recognized as one of Waikīkī's 
legacy parades, it celebrates Hawaiʻi’s culture through beautifully-decorated floral floats, 
marching bands, pāʻū riders and community organizations. 
 
“This year’s theme, ‘80 Years of Aloha: Our Culture, Our Stories, Celebrating Our Island Home,’ 
reminds us that every organization, school and marching band has a story to share,” said 
Debbie Nakanelua-Richards, co-chair of Aloha Festivals. “I’ve had the privilege of participating 
in the Floral Parade as a board co-chair and through Hawaiian Airlines for many years, and I 
hope even more groups will join us as we celebrate this milestone anniversary and the 
community that has made Aloha Festivals possible for 80 years.” 
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Aloha Festivals welcomes entries from: 

• Marching bands  
• Floral and specialty floats  
• Community organizations  
• Schools  
• Cultural groups  
• Civic organizations  
• Businesses  
• Car clubs and specialty vehicle groups  

 
The Floral Parade travels from Ala Moana Park through Waikīkī to Kapiʻolani Park from 9 a.m. to 
noon on Saturday, Sept. 26, where thousands of residents and visitors gather to celebrate one 
of Hawaiʻi’s most anticipated annual traditions. Recognized as one of Waikīkī's legacy parades, 
it serves as the grand finale of Aloha Festivals, the largest Hawaiian cultural celebration in the 
U.S. 
 
Applications are available at www.AlohaFestivals.com/Participate. 
 
Aloha Festivals 2026 is generously supported by title sponsor Hawai‘i Tourism Authority; 
presenting sponsor Hilton Hawaiian Village Waikiki Beach Resort; parade sponsor ‘Alohilani 
Resort Waikīkī Beach; as well as Hawaiian Airlines, Royal Hawaiian Center, and Hawaii’s Finest. 
 
The mission of Aloha Festivals is to foster the aloha spirit through the perpetuation of Hawaiian 
culture and the celebration of the diverse customs and traditions of Hawaiʻi. For more 
information, visit www.AlohaFestivals.com. 
 
Please click here for images courtesy of Aloha Festivals.  
 

### 
 
About Aloha Festivals  
Aloha Festivals was first held in 1946 as Aloha Week, and over the past seven decades has become a 
celebration of Hawaiian culture, integrating the traditions and cultures of the Islands through music, 
dance, cuisine and art. All festivities are coordinated by a volunteer board of directors. Aloha Festivals is 
funded by corporate and private sponsorships, and sales of Aloha Festivals merchandise. More 
information about Aloha Festivals and its events can be found at www.AlohaFestivals.com, Facebook 
(facebook.com/AlohaFestivals), Twitter (@AlohaFstvls), Instagram (@alohafestivals) or by calling (808) 
923-1094. 
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