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Aloha Festivals Invites Community to Support Landmark 80" Anniversary
Support helps preserve Hawaiian culture, perpetuate traditions, and ensure the festival
continues for future generations

HONOLULU, HAWAI‘l — As Aloha Festivals prepares to celebrate its 80t anniversary in 2026,
organizers are calling on the community to help support and sustain one of Hawai‘i’'s most
cherished cultural traditions.

For eight decades, Aloha Festivals has united generations of kama‘aina and malihini through a
shared celebration of Hawaiian culture, from music and hula to storytelling and cultural
practices rooted in aloha. Now, as the festival marks this historic milestone, the organization is
inviting individuals, businesses, and community groups to take part in ensuring its legacy
continues for future generations.

“This milestone anniversary is a powerful reminder of the people, communities and cultural
practitioners who have kept the spirit of aloha alive for generations,” said Momi Cazimero,
director emeritus of Aloha Festivals. “For 80 years, Aloha Festivals has been Hawai‘i’s invitation
to the world to visit with us, to hula with us, to kanikapila with us, to make lei with us, and to
aloha i ke kahi i ke kahi, sharing aloha with one another, while honoring and perpetuating our
cultural traditions and connecting residents and visitors through the spirit of aloha.”

What began in 1946 as Aloha Week, a cultural celebration created by the Jaycees Old-timers of
Hawai‘i to honor the islands’ heritage, connect visitors to Hawaiian culture, and perpetuate
Native Hawaiian traditions through music, hula and storytelling, has grown into the largest
Hawaiian cultural celebration in the U.S. Today, the festival remains a community-driven effort,
supported by thousands of volunteers and partners who help bring its events to life each year.
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The 2026 theme, “80 Years of Aloha: Our Culture, Our Stories, Celebrating Our Island Home,”
reflects the people, traditions, and shared experiences that have sustained Aloha Festivals for
generations, and the collective responsibility to carry them forward.

Supporting the Next Chapter

As part of its 80™ anniversary, Aloha Festivals is seeking community partners to support the
renewal of the Royal Court regalia worn during the Royal Court Investiture and ceremonial
appearances throughout the festival season. After decades of use, many of the existing regalia
pieces have aged and require careful restoration or replacement. Support will help ensure
these garments continue to reflect the dignity, craftsmanship, and cultural traditions associated
with Hawai‘i’s ali‘i.

“The Royal Court regalia carries deep cultural significance and represents the traditions that
Aloha Festivals was founded to honor,” said Cazimero. “As we celebrate 80 Years of Aloha,
refreshing these garments ensures that the Royal Court can continue to represent Hawai‘i’s
royal heritage with authenticity, dignity, and pride.”

Ways the Community Can Participate

Community members and organizations are invited to:
e Become sponsors or community partners
e Support the renewal of Royal Court regalia
e Apply to serve on the Royal Court
o Participate as vendors at the Waikiki Ho‘olaule‘a
e Join the Floral Parade

Aloha Festivals 2026 will feature its signature events, including the Royal Court Investiture &
Opening Ceremony, Waikiki Ho‘olaule‘a and Floral Parade, continuing a tradition that has been
sustained by the community for 80 years.

As a nonprofit organization, Aloha Festivals relies on the support of volunteers, sponsors and
donors to continue its mission of perpetuating Hawaiian culture and sharing the spirit of aloha
with the world. For more information on sponsorship and participation opportunities, visit
www.alohafestivals.com
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About Aloha Festivals

Aloha Festivals was first held in 1946 as Aloha Week, and over the past seven decades has become a
celebration of Hawaiian culture, integrating the traditions and cultures of the Islands through music,
dance, cuisine and art. All festivities are coordinated by a volunteer board of directors. Aloha Festivals is
funded by corporate and private sponsorships, and sales of Aloha Festivals merchandise. More
information about Aloha Festivals and its events can be found at www.AlohaFestivals.com, Facebook
(facebook.com/AlohaFestivals), Twitter (@AlohaFstvls), Instagram (@alohafestivals) or by calling (808)
923-1094.
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